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An Inconvenient Corpse Arrives in October

Backstage

After a busy summer of appearing in two
shows Jeff Bluml takes a seat back in the
director’s chair to bring
us the October Desert
Theatre, “An Inconvenient
An
Corpse” by Pat Cook. This
hilarious farce will have
the Hawkeye Community
Theatre audiences laughing
all the way home. The
“Corpse” takes the stage
October 15th -19th at 7:00
PM and Sunday, October
20th at 2:00 PM.
The director found this
play to be funny from
the beginning. “I read it a
couple of times, and each
time I laughed from page
one,” said Jeff Bluml, “Pat
Cook is a great playwright,
and has some good shows
out there.” This year’s October show is
a little different from others. We have
usually had a “spooky” comedy, or out right
haunting show. However, even though there
is a murder involved, this play brings the
comedy front and center. Another difference
is the cast size. This show calls for many cast
members and a large variety. With a cast
size of 22 Jeff will find himself busy keeping
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everyone in place.
What do you do when the guest of honor
at your luncheon suddenly
drops dead? That’s what
the Ladies of the Deep
South have to deal with
when they find Darryl
Corpse
Burdett, played by Jeffrey
Halter, deceased after
eating their food. “I think
we found a name for
the dish,” club member
Myrna, played by Heidi
Nelson, tells another club
member, June, played by
Virginia Continelli, “PastaWay”. Was he murdered?
After all he was trying
to blackmail most of the
town. And it’s not like they
have a lot of time to solve
the crime, since Darryl
is the Grand Marshall in the Founder’s Day
parade which is slated to begin only an hour
away! Or maybe it was someone else who
did him in. Say, the Mayor, played by Jim Von
Dolteren, who may have had some shady
dealings with Darryl’s grandfather who,
by the way, kept a diary of all his dealings.
Or maybe newspaper editor Alvin Carnes,
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Hawkeye, Sertoma Partner for Looping
During their June meeting the board of Hawkeye
Community Theatre were presented a proposal from the
local Fort Dodge Sertoma Club to loop the theater. It was
decided at that meeting that we move forward with plans
to have an estimate for the looping to be installed and for
the Sarcoma’s to plan for a fundraiser.
In August the board made their final vote to partner
with the Sertoma to raise funds for the project as well
as for the clubs overall service project benefiting hearing
impairment.
What is Looping?
Looping is a simple
technology that allows
hearing assistive devices
to serve as wireless
loudspeakers,
delivering
clear, sharp, customized
sound right from inside the
ears. It can be adapted to use
in large public spaces, such
as airports and auditoriums.
But it can just as easily be
installed in churches, driveup business windows and even into a single room at
home so the TV or stereo sound becomes a broadcast
going directly through the hearing assistive device. The
induction loop is to hearing aids, what Wi-Fi is to laptops.
The Goal of Looping
The goal is to make the sounds through public address
and amplified systems in public facilities readily accessible
to those that use hearing assistive devices. We can achieve
this goal by promoting and assisting in installing looping
technology of public buildings and facilities. This effort
will not only provide access that should be available, but
will promote the value and importance of hearing health
services and technology.
The Hawkeye Board of Directors are very excited to
have the opportunity to bring this technology into the
theatre for the benefit of all of our audience members. In
order to bring this technology to our facility the theatre
and Sertoma Club members will be doing a community
fundraiser in hopes to raise the money for the cost of the
equipment for the looping.
The group will be hosting a fundraiser walk at
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the Crossroads Mall on Sunday, November 24, 2013.
Regsitration is at noon and the walk will begin around 1:00
PM. You can come help support us at the walk, donate
on-line at www.mycelebratesound.org, or contact a board
member or Sertoma Club member to make a donation.
More information on the looping project will be available
during the October Hawkeye Show. With your help we can
bring this project to a completion!
Corpse Continued From Page 1

played by Adam Liker. After all, he seems awfully interested
in that diary as well. Then after Darryl’s girlfriend, Mimi,
played by Joyce Bickford, shows up, the pressure is really
on. What starts out as a leisurely brunch ends up as a
game of ‘let’s hide the body’! More twists than a country
road, this farce will keep you guessing and laughing at the
same time.
“An Inconvenient Corpse” is Hawkeye Community
Theatres annual Dessert Theatre, and as in the past
desserts will be sold during intermission by Xi Delta Epsilon
sorority, with funds going to their community service
projects. This fast-paced farce is packed with suspense
and laughter, comedic characters, amusing scenes, and
lots of stage action! Our audiences will love this show. “An
Inconvenient Corpse” is produced by special arrangement
with Contemporary Drama Service, Colorado Springs, CO.

The Cast

(in order of appearance):
Cheer Leaders:
Kaitlin - Rachel Sherry & Teresa Touney
Molly - Alice Gaines & Olyvia Selby
Frieda - Sydney Karr & Jessie McMain
Dexter - Max Wallace
Mac - Rex Daisy
Dolly Manfred - Joan Meyer
June Hildebrand – Virginia Continelli
Luann Sommers - Kim Dosland
Myrna Fontaine - Heidi Nelson
Gert Hoppelmeyer - Ellen Green
Alvin Carnes - Adam Liker
Mayor Hightower - Jim Von Dolteren
Nelda - Cheryl Sherry
Darryl Burdett - Jeffrey Halter
Mimi Monroe - Joyce Bickford
Sheriff Dan - Dylan Drummond
Mirium - Karie Karr
Doc Poindexter - Tim Olson
Special Guest appearance by Hannah Drummond
Backstage

Annual Membership Picnic
Each year the board of Hawkeye Community Theatre
likes to show their appreciation to the patrons that
purchase a yearly membership. And what better way to
show that appreciation than with food! Two years ago,
during the production of “Cheating Cheaters”, we decided
to hold a picnic, with all the fixings. The board decided to
continue that picnic to the 2013 season, and we held the
2nd Annual Membership Appreciation Picnic.
This year’s picnic was a hit! We had a larger number
of patrons come and enjoy some great food and have the
chance to converse with other patrons of the theatre. This
is simply a way for the board to say Thank You to everyone
who has supported us throughout the year. It is through
your contribution to the theatre that we are able to
operate, bring such wonderful production to the area, and
make updates to the theatre itself.
All of our board members were on hand, with some
additional help, to serve the food, which included
pork burgers, potato salad, deviled eggs, beans, chips,
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watermelon, and cake. Board President Dylan Drummond
and Board member Randy Kaiser were at the helm of the
grill, while the rest served up the line.
This picnic would not have been possible without the
help of some great volunteers and philanthropist, Dan and
Lou Anne Garst. The Garst family helped to prepare the
salads and eggs for the picnic, along with delivering and
helping serve that night. They have been an extremely
helpful and valuable family to the theatre and the Fort
Dodge Community. We would like to extend our thanks
and gratitude to the Garst Family.
Again, we also like to thank all of our members of the
theatre, this picnic is just one of many benefits of being a
member. Thank you for your support for the 2013 year and
we hope to see you and more in 2014!
For more information on becoming a member of
Hawkeye Community Theatre please visit our website,
www.hawkeyetheatre.com or speak to a board member
at our next show!
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Scenes from

“Opal’s Husband”

“A Little Murder Never Hurt Anybody”
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Hawkeye Wants YOU!

As we start to wrap up the 2013
season we start the plans for 2014.
As we look to the new year we start
discussing who will be directing, what
they are going to direct, when the
shows will be. We also start to look
for the volunteers that we need to
help throughout the season. We are
continuously looking for directors,
actors, tech members (set building,
lights, sound, costumes, assistants),
and just as importantly members to
join the Board of Directors.
We invite everyone to get involved
with the theatre in some way, get your
friends involved, and have a fun time
every time! There are many places in
the theatre that we need volunteers,
even if you “don’t have much time”
to give we can still use your valuable
time that you do have available.
Do you want to get on stage and be
a part of the show? Let us know and
we can get you on a mailing list to let
you know when upcoming auditions
are. Have you been acting for a while,
or in the past, and always had that
thought about directing? Hawkeye is
a great place to open that door to the
world of directing, let it be a novice or
an experienced director we can assist
you in every step!
Maybe the stage is not your calling,
do you feel more comfortable behind
the scenes? We are always looking
for individuals to come in and help
construct and paint the sets. At
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the same time we are in need of
individuals that would like to help
“dress” the set, and our actors. Do
you always come to the shows and
would be willing to usher? Helping the
audience members before the show
and at intermission is a great way to
assist Hawkeye throughout the year.
One of the biggest ways you can
make a difference at the theatre is
by joining the Board of Directors. Our
12 member board is comprised of a
variety of patrons of Hawkeye. We
elect anywhere from 3-4 members
every year to the board. The term of
a board member is 3 years and you
can sit on the board for two terms.

We hold meetings once a month and
work one performance for each show.
In addition we help with the facility
upkeep, and special projects.
From a lot of time during a short
period as a director, to a small amount
of time for a long period as a board
member, we have it all. We encourage
you to take some time and think
over our volunteer opportunities at
Hawkeye Community Theatre. If you
have questions, or would like to get
more information, please feel free
to e-mail Hawkeye at hawkeye@
hawkeyetheatre.com, or fill out one
of our blue volunteer cards during the
upcoming shows!

We Want You!

Hawkeye Theatre is continuously looking for
patrons to assist with our productions.
Is there an area in which you would like to assist?

Acting

Set Construction

Costumes

Props

Hair & Make-up

Building Maintenance

Other _________________________________________________________
Name _______________________________ Phone ____________________
Email ______________________________________

Check
Us
Out
Online

Thank You!

hawkeyetheatre.com
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December Show

“Babes In Toyland” December Special!
Tom-Tom the Piper’s son is in love with Bo Peep, the oldest
daughter of the old woman in the shoe. But Tom-Tom’s evil
Uncle Barnaby is determined to have Bo Peep for himself
and hires goons to kill Tom-Tom to get him out of the way!
The goons fail but Tom-Tom, Bo Peep, and her sibling must
make a treacherous journey through dangerous woods to
Toyland in an attempt to save their home which Barnaby is
threatening to foreclose on unless Bo Peep will marry him!
In the end, the day is saved when the toys and the toymaker
come to the rescue! With Music by Victor Herbert, Lyrics
by Glen McDonough and New Book/Additional Lyrics by
Eric Stedman, Directed by Mary Jo Laupp, and produced
with special arrangement with Storyland Theater. “Babes in
Toyland will be on stage for three performances: December
13th and 14th at 7:00 PM and December 15th at 2:00 PM.
We are looking for performers ranging from elementary
school up through college age. Babes in Toyland is a musical
so each person auditioning will need to bring a short song
selection to sing.
Even though Babes in Toyland is a musical, there are nonspeaking roles and only a handful of the performers will
need to sing a solo in the performance. There is also a need
for a few non-singing dancers! Auditions are scheduled for
October 7th and 8th 4:00 - 6:00 PM in the basement of
Hawkeye Theatre.

Changes Coming in 2014

Recently the Board of Directors of Hawkeye Community However we would like to get both changes on everyone’s
Theatre have voted on a few changes to take effect radar now.
in 2014. More information on both changes will be First, the annual business meeting and awards ceremony
available later and will be sent out to all members. that takes place in January will be split into two different
dates. In order to hopefully get more actors, directors
and members to attend the awards banquet to honor our
winners and service award recipient, we are moving the
annual business meeting to a different date. Dates for both
have not been set yet. Once dates are established we will
publish them in the next issue of Backstage and on the
Hawkeye website.
Second, a change in next year’s season is in the works.
We are going to flip flop the annual Dinner Theatre and
Dessert Theatre for 2014. The Dinner Theatre will take place
in October, while the Desert theatre will be in March. Our
hopes are to be able to get more attendance to the dinner
theatre and also use that as a kick off to a membership drive
for 2015.
Make sure you watch for more information on both items
in the next issue and online as we work to make the theatre
experience in Fort Dodge better for our audience members!
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Calendar of Events
Sun
6

Mon

October 2013
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19

20
“Corpse”
2:00 p.m.

21

22

23

24

25

26

28

29

30

31

Auditions for December Show
“Babes in Toyland” at 4:00 p.m.

27

Sat

“An Inconvenient Corpse” Performance at 7:00 p.m.

Halloween

Sun

November 2013
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Looping
Fundraiser Walk
at Noon
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Sat

Thanksgiving
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An Inconvenient Corpse
October 15-19 at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 p.m.

An
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Corpse

Hawkeye
Community Theatre

Theatre is life...with an intermission.

Auditions for “Babes in Toyland”
Monday, October 7 at 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Tuesday, October 8 at 4:00 - 6:00 p.m.

